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Presidents Report

Welcome to 2012!
2011 was not a good year for our club. Sadly, we lost two long-time members, Bill Fock in
July and Rod Martin in November.
We can ill afford to lose such members, although Rod had been unable to attend for quite
some time because of his illness.
The Sandown exhibition is coming up on 10th, 11th and 12th March. It would be appreciated
if you could assist in the assembly of the layout on the Friday afternoon, and spare some
time, even an hour or two, to man the display. Help will also be needed with dismantling the
layout after the exhibition closes on Monday at 4pm.
We look forward to seeing all of our members in the clubrooms when they are able to attend
our running sessions and work nights.
Happy modelling,

Warwick Brisbane
President
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What’s Happening
FROM THE SECRETARY

Rod Martin
We were saddened to hear of the passing of Life Member and Past President Rod Martin on
22nd November. Rod joined the club in 1989, and was President from 1998 to 2004. He
was made a Life Member in recognition of his considerable input to the club’s activities.
Rod was heavily involved in the construction of the club’s layout, and provided much of the
timber for the underframe. By using machinery in his factory, construction of the layout’s
supports was expedited. He was able to lay track in a straight line, which is a skill not
possessed by many people, and was adept at making scenery “just right”.
For many years, Rod ran a model railway shop in Blackburn, and by using his persuasive
nature, almost never missed making a sale, and recruited a number of members for the club.
His cheery nature will be sorely missed. I sent a card to Marge and the family on behalf of
the members.

New members
We welcomed two new members into the club in November – Andrew Menner and David
Ward. Andrew maintains a web site dedicated to Hornby products, and David works in the
rail industry, so they bring a wealth of knowledge. We wish them a long and happy
association with us.

Sandown
The Sandown exhibition is coming up fast - it will be held on the 10th to 12th of March, and
once again, we will be taking our exhibition layout. The main aim of attending this exhibition
is to attract new members, so we need to put on an enthusiastic and professional display.
We need volunteers to man the stand for the three days – if many do a little, it will save a few
doing it all. Please contact me to let me know when you will be available, even if it is for an
hour or two.
The clubrooms will be closed on 9th March as we set the display up, and an extra work night
has been scheduled on 6th March to allow the layout to be checked thoroughly.

Way and Works
Murray Hill is the new Way and Works Engineer, and is currently identifying jobs which need
to be done towards completion of the layout. Repair of the tunnel cover near Walgate and
the backboard scenes are top priority.
Murray would like to see members take responsibility for a job and see it through to
completion, so please see him on work nights and put your hand up for a worthwhile task.
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Knowledge Sharing
The committee has accepted a suggestion by Richard Stephens that we spend a little time
on broadening our knowledge of rail related topics. Once a month, on the third Friday, we
will cease operating at 9pm, grab a cuppa, and engage in some knowledge sharing for 15 –
30 minutes.
The first occasion will be February 17 when Richard will present part 1 of “Railway
Operations”, showing a British Transport film which shows how the Traffic, Operations and
Maintenance departments interact. Part 2 of this talk will be on 16 March.
I will give a brief talk about NSW carriages on 20 April just before the NSW theme night on
27 April.

Timetables
Timetable 4 has been developed by me to run the layout as a railway, moving goods from
and to specific locations. It has been run a few times, and has been well received. Time is
allowed for shunting without interruption from passenger trains, and trains are required to run
on the branches, so if you haven’t experienced it yet, come along!

Fees
Just a reminder that all attendees on running nights pay a contribution of $2.00 towards the
club’s finances. This includes supper (tea, coffee, biscuits and soft drink).
Supper on work nights is $0.50 (tea, coffee and biscuits), or $1.00 for a soft drink and
biscuits.

Duties of Stationmasters
Included in this Callboard is a summary of the duties of the Station Masters. These are also
available in the clubrooms, but it is a good idea to refresh our memories every now and
again.
In summary –
•
Respect other members’ trains.
•
Set and obey signals – we can’t hold ourselves up as interested in signalling if we
drive through red signals!
•
Turn power off unless driving trains.

David Patrick
Secretary
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MELBOURNE MODEL RAILWAY SOCIETY

NOTES FOR STATIONMASTERS
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Do not touch other members’ rolling stock without permission.



Do not drag locomotives along the track – they must be driven.



Do not put power on the track before the train is due to leave.



Do not send trains early – if they are running ahead of time, they are to be stopped.
Expresses may be timed to stop at your station.



Do not carry out shunting so that it interferes with on time running.



Do not delay the timetable – if you have a problem at one end of your yard, you
should despatch or receive trains at the other end. Call the driver down to fix a
derailment if necessary.



Do watch the signals and do not drive through a red signal unless called on by the
stationmaster.



Do ensure that you are aware of the next few movements so that you can despatch
trains on time. Do not wait until a train arrives and then discover that it should have
departed already, and you therefore have to bell it out in a hurry.



Do hold down the bell until it has been answered. Ensure that you receive an
answer. You may have to repeat the belling until it is answered.



Do ensure that the facing points are set against stopping trains. This enables the
driver to drive the train beyond the half-way point of the track right up to the points.



Do switch power off the track on which a train has just arrived.



Do turn the controller off after giving or receiving the “train arrived” bell.



Do ensure that departing trains leave your controlled area complete.



Do mark off each movement on the timetable so you know what is happening next.

Block Working in Miniature – The Tri-ang Bell Signal Set
In my travels recently, I was fortunate enough to come by a Tri-ang Bell Signal Set. I am
unable to recall any other company that offered operating miniature bell signal instruments
(block instruments) as a model railway accessory, and for this reason alone, the set offered
by Tri-ang is particularly worthy of note.
The following details and photographs are consequently provided for those interested.
On the big railway, block instruments were utilized in conjunction with ‘block working’. Under
this method of safe working, a railway is divided into absolute intervals of space known as
‘block sections’, with the access to each section being controlled by a signal box. Each
signal box is provided with a block instrument to assist the Signalman in enforcing the
principal rule of allowing only one train within a block section at any one time. To achieve
this, the block instruments at both ends of a block section are electrically connected, and via
the transmission of a series of specific bell codes, the Signalmen at both ends of the section
are able to communicate in order to achieve the object of the system.
The Bell Signal Sets were offered for sale by Tri-ang between 1964 and 1967.
The set comprises two block instruments and an associated wiring loom that any quality
British car manufacturer of the time would be proud of!
Uncontrolled 15v AC is required to power the equipment.
The block instruments stand about 8 centimeters in height (31/4 inches) and are based on
the standard British Railways 3-position block instrument in use extensively throughout the
UK during the mid-sixties. The instruments were known as the 3-position type because the
indicating needles could be positioned at three separate positions, depending on the state of
the line ahead (i.e.: ‘Line Clear’, ‘Normal’ or ‘Train on Line’).
As a comparison, the remaining VR block instruments still in use between Craigieburn and
Seymour are of the two-position type, in that the indicating needles only display two
indications (i.e.: ‘On Line’ or ‘Cleared’).
For obvious reasons, the bells of paired Tri-ang instruments maintain a different tone.

The Tri-ang Bell Signal Set, showing the two block instruments, wiring loom and box.
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The ‘Model Railway Constructor’ advert of 1964 announced that:
‘This set is designed to bring realism to model railway operation. It makes it possible for two
operators to communicate by means of the bell code by using ‘Block Instrument Units’,
following a similar procedure to that which has been used for many years in the majority of
British Railways Signal boxes.
It may be said that the operators could call to one another and thus dispense with the need
for block instruments, but the correct use of the instruments adds a fascination to model
railway operation which needs to be experienced to be appreciated and is most impressive
from the onlooker’s point of view…..’
A ‘fascination’ which, for obvious reasons on a real railway, was an absolute necessity!
Operation of the instruments is quite simple, in that the manipulation of the indicator switch
on one instrument automatically controls the position of the block indicator on the opposing
instrument. This operation can be achieved at any time and from either instrument and is not
subject to any pre-conditions relating to track occupancy.
The official Tri-ang operating instructions are detailed a little more elaborately.
Let stations ‘A’ and ‘B’ represent two consecutive signal boxes
Box ‘A’ wishes to pass an Express Passenger Train to Box ‘B’ –
‘A’ taps out 1 beat to ‘B’ (‘Call Attention’).
‘B’ acknowledges by repeating the signal back to ‘A’.
‘A’ taps out four beats (‘will you accept Express Passenger Train?’).
If ‘B’ is prepared to accept, he repeats the signal back, allowing the train to proceed.
‘A’ then taps out two beats (‘Train Entering Section’).
‘B’ acknowledges by repeating back signal. When the train has passed his section,
he taps out two beats, followed after a brief pause by 1 beat (‘Train out of Section’).
7. If ‘B’ is unable to accept the train, he does not reply to the 4-beat signal from ‘A’.
After a while, ‘A’ repeats the series of signals from the beginning – 1 beat, ‘Call
Attention’ – until ‘B’ is ready to accept the train.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

One fundamental aspect absent from the authorized operating instructions is that the
Signalman at Station ‘B’ is also required to place his indicator switch to the ‘Train on Line’
position immediately prior to/after acknowledging the bell code listed in step 3. Failure to do
this could result in a train being admitted into a section without authority…………a serious
offence on the big railway, which in some instances has led to disastrous consequences.
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Tri-ang advertised common bell codes for use and these are indicated in the table below:
Common Bell Codes
Message
Opening Signal Box
Call Attention
Express Passenger Train
Local
Express Freight
Empty Coaching Stock
Light Engine
Mineral or Empty Wagon Train
Train Entering Section
Train Out of Section
Obstruction Danger
Closing Signal box

Beats on Bell
5 pause 5 pause 5
1
4
3 pause 1
3 pause 1 pause 1
2 pause 1 pause 1
2 pause 3
4 pause 1
2
2 pause 1
6
7 pause 5 pause 5

Those of you who have visited a VR Signal box in the past will perhaps recognize some wellknown bell codes in the list above, as generally all were developed by and applied within the
Railway Clearing House Standard Rules and Regulations of 1897. The current Victorian Rail
Network Rules and Procedures in use today is based on this document, hence the
similarities.
But back to the Bell Signal Set……..the obvious question here is how popular were the sets
to budding railway enthusiasts in the mid-sixties?
According to Pat Hammond’s magnificent book, ‘The Story of Rovex: Volume 1, 1950-1965’,
the bell signal set equated to the same price as one of the newest additions to the Tri-ang
line of the time, the North Eastern 4-6-0 B12 express passenger locomotive.
From a general perspective, it is difficult to understand how any child could find the operation
of a block instrument superior to that of controlling an electric loco at speed. It is unknown
how many bell signal sets were sent to Australia for sale, but brochures I have from the
prominent model railway retailers of the time do not list the set as a regular item in stock
during the period of production.
Tri-ang ceased production of the Bell Signal Set in 1967. Upon cessation, approximately
3,850 sets had been manufactured.
Due to their limited production, the items have consequently become quite collectable and,
when they do become available, command generous prices at auctions or on EBay.
And with this final comment on perhaps one of Tri-ang’s most eccentric accessories, I’ll finish
by transmitting the 7-5-5 bell code to you all via print. An acknowledgement of the bell code
in this instance will not be necessary!

This was written by David Ward, one of our new members, a few years back for the Hornby
Railways Collector's Guide. Please note that some of the bell codes in the article are
different to those used by MMRS.
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Ed’s Bits

If you have an article, picture, or item of
interest for the Call Board please email it to
me at andrewjmanser@bigpond.com or pass
it onto the secretary.
For all the latest happenings and up to date
information please refer to our Web site.
www.mmrs.org.au

As some of you know l have been building my own layout over the past few years. The first
attempt started whilst l was living in Epping. Then l moved to Thomastown and the layout
had to be dismantled and totally re-designed. A new designed was finalised on and l started
to build the new Penny Weight Flat. Well now it has now been dismantled again and
transported across the country some 3500km to my new residence in Western Australia. So
now l am starting again to get Penny Weight Flat back together. There will need to be some
alterations mainly with the yard extension but l believe that these won’t be too difficult.
I will keep you all updated as to the various stages as l progress towards completion.

Below is the three main modules standing ready to be joined back together?

As you will notice the track is laid with the yard feeds running to the left, now this will need to
be changed with the yards being attached and running along the wall.
The layout is going to be DCC and l have chosen the NCE system.
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The yard modules which l shall be modifying so as to run along the wall.

And the latest addition to my locomotives a Victoria Railways X Class in the traditional Blue
and Gold Livery.

Now if you have any contributions for the callboard please forward them to me at
andrewjmanser@bigpond.com or pass onto our secretary.
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MELBOURNE MODEL RAILWAY SOCIETY
PROGRAMME FEBRUARY / MARCH / APRIL 2012
Tuesday
February 2012

Friday
February 2012
3

Timetable running

WB

7

Timetable running

10

Timetable 4 running

HR

14

Work night
Committee meeting

17

Timetable running.
Knowledge sharing – Rail Ops.

BS

21

Timetable running

24

Timetable running Theme
– Australia in the 40’s

MH

28

Work night

March 2012

March 2012
2

Timetable 4 running

DP

6

Work night

9

Clubrooms closed

MJ

13

Work night
Committee meeting

16

Timetable running.
Knowledge sharing – Rail Ops.

WB

20

Timetable running

23

Timetable running Theme
- American

HR

27

Work night

30

Work night

April 2012

April 2012

3

Timetable running

6

Clubrooms closed

BS

10

Work night
Committee meeting

13

Timetable running

MH

17

Timetable running
Theme - British

20

Timetable running.
Knowledge sharing – NSW
carriages

DP

24

Work night

27

Timetable 4 running
Theme New South Wales

MJ
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